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Contact: Mike Messenger, Facility Management Supervisor (301) 491-1172 

Lowering of the Water Level in the Cushwa Basin 
 
Williamsport, MD - The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal (C&O Canal) will be temporarily lowering 
the water level at the Cushwa Basin (MM 99.6) at Williamsport to perform repairs to Lock 44. 
This work project will waterproof the lock gate so that historic reproduction launch boats will be 
lifted and lowered through the lock. The repairs are estimated to begin on Wednesday, March 8, 
2017 and completed by Wednesday, March 22, 2017. The basin water levels will be lowered by 
approximately 2 feet leaving substantial water in the basin and canal for wildlife. The water level 
will be returned to its normal level once repairs are completed.  

Thank you for your patience during this necessary improvement. 

  

-NPS- 

 ABOUT THE C&O Canal:  The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historical Park preserves and 
interprets the historical, natural and recreational resources of the C&O Canal. Over 5,000,000 visitors a year 
enjoy the opportunities for recreation and understanding that the Park has to offer. For more information, 
visit the Park’s website at www.nps.gov/choh. 
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